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Highlights Diem* s .remarks du ring call May j 2^ by A mbassador 
Harriman ^accompanies by AsaBfilss ador Durbrow) and subsequent 
call by. General Lemni tzer (at which two Ambassadors and 
General McGarr also present) as follows: • 

I 

United States has since beginning of Soviet airlift been 
following British lead, and seeking cease-fire while Soviets 
have been building up supplies not only in Laos but also 
in DRV* GVN intelligence sources, know that much material 
off loaded in DRV* This also confirmed by British diplomat 
who traveling from Hong Kong via Hanoi witnessed off loading 
from Soviet planes in Hanoi© Moreover 3 build-up military 
supplies and equipment in Plaine Des Jarres not just for 
fighting in Laos but directed at build-up and training for 
operations against Vietnam© Communist success in Laos already 
gone too far and US must act now© All out 'fcff afif iaust 
be made to hold at least Luang Prabang 5 Vientiane , Paksane, 
Thakhek, Savannakhet , and particularly. Pakse, Saravane, 

Attopeu and Tchepone which are vital to GVN security© Diem 
stated DEV had built road from DRV border £o Tchepone and 
there is already repairable road from Tchepone to Saravane© 

US must also send all necessary advisors, supplies and 
equipment to areas where Meo tribesmen carrying on guerrilla 
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activities against Pathet Lao, 

British official had told GVN diplooatinSingapcre that it _ 

r^tTif^ if IiS3riTor . ^ 

%l%0 ^fbrobtainedf^OT diplomat £ 

necessary, by introducing OS forces into Taiwan. Dree 
it clear he agreed with this ° lnto Laos 

Lemhitzer commented that « ^ * 0 ^ d solve Ld suggested 
would cause more problems than it w ° ux laughed, 

that action should rather be taken by SEATO, Diem iaug 
Diem stated Thais "fed up" with lack of. action on part^ 

SEATO and its complete failure meet its g irsC c d me 

. Tano illustrated by fact that now, for nr sc cj.ui 

xn Laos. This ^t^ . y who in pas t though they knew 

since Diem in office, Thais, P ltation with GVN 

everything, carrying on most serious c Diem 

on international affairs. Thais so ^sgu there is 

doubts they will attend U-NatronConferenoe^f^her^d^ ^ 

one. While Thanat Khoman talks as i has ln dicated 

is Sarit, however who will make decxs 

he probably will say no* 

(During Ambassador's ccnversation with Diem May ^^p^^biiity 

Laos, reported by DEPTEL, Ambassador a s kedDi ^ and 

that RVNAF and Thai troops might be sent i . I ^ not 

RTG to assist FAL. Diem re P U *?f legal basis for such 

send troops into Laos because there no leg^ ^ ^ e 

action and it would bring ia CH “ f Thai troops and 

legal basis under SEATO for introduction of Thai tro p 

US forces should also go in on same basis.; 

Re 14- Nation Conference Diem asked what is conference to decide! 

Will it only confirm Commuy^t . advances! to line 

cease-fire, free world mustfinsist that commun 
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held when Geneva co-chairmen called for cease-fire (April 24) 
and that Communist do not get advantage of gains made since then 
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Operation of ICC in Vietnam, its failure to control Soviet air- 
lift through Hanoi, its inaction regarding Viet Cong subversion, 
etc, indicate little can be expected from any International 
Control Commission. Problem even greater in Laos because DRV 
has trained large number people from DRV who also speak Lao, are 
indistinguishable from Lao and fighting in Laos now. Moreover 
DRV has armed and trained tribes people who inhabit both sides of 
frontier . In this situation it would be impossible for any con- 
trol commission, even with best of goodwill, to distinguish be- 
tween Communist-led outside forces and indigenous tribes people 
opposing RLG. Also even if Commission permitted go anywhere, it 
would have to give notice before undertaking inspections and 
Chinese Communists, Soviets and Viet Minh could withdraw from 
area to be inspected until Commission leaves. 

With regard to Sihanouk's press conference in Vientiane, Diem saic 
he had learned following from Foreign Minister Mau: Sihanouk on 
arrival in Laos passed out printed statement suggesting federatior 
of Laos and Cambodia, presumably under Sihanouk leadership (neithe 
Mau nor RLG given copy of this statement) . Sihanouk also offered 
to bring Soviet Ambassador and Souvanna Phouma to Laos but he 
received such strong reaction that he reportedly told third aircr* 
in his party (not arrive with other aircraft as scheduled and sup- 
posedly carrying Abramov and Phouma) not to land. Sihanouk also 
suggested meeting in Phnom Penh between Lao leaders. Lao King 
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reacted to these machinations by "blowing up", accusing Sihanou: 
of interferring in Laos internal affairs and for first time 
making firm statement that he would do everything possible to 
fight Communists. King stated he calling meeting of Lao Nation. 
Assembly 11 of May to confirm new government which would clearl; 
be only Lao government but whoever ministers were he wanted 
Sihanouk understand he. King of Laos, was government and all 
authority vested in him* Sihanouk so taken aback and irritated 
by King's direct and hostile attitude that he led make press 
conference statement in Vientiane (Vientiane's 1979). General 
Lemnitzer asked Diem what he needs most from military point of 
view to defeat Viet Congo Diem without batting eyelash replied 
stop Communists from taking over Laos and proceeded to expand or 
problems posed for GVN by Communist successes in Laos. In view 
Communist military buildup in Laos and increased infiltration 
from Laos to Viet Nam, GVN needs more troops since 20 thousand 
increase no longer enough. (Diem did not ask for more defense 
support aid except to make passing reference to problem of meet- 
ing troops pay. Counselor German Embassy told Embassy Office tfc 
Diem told German Ambassador May 2 he needs 50 thousand more troc 
Increased danger illustrated by capture March 29 of Viet Cong 
supply base on route 9 only 5 kilometers from Laos frontier. 
Among documents captured was account book showing that from Dec- 
ember 1 to March 28 Tuesday before attack, over 2 thousand ratic 
and 2,300 rifles had been issued to Viet Cong infiltrators pass! 
through this base on way into Viet Nam. If US can save Laos and 
thus remove this threat to Viet Nam, GVN can beat Viet Cong. 
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